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Summary 
• Acces  Challenge: While Wyoming had high school graduation 

rates that were higher than the U. S. average in the 1990s, its 
college enrollment rates for high school graduates remained 
below the U. S. average.  Wyoming faces the challenge of 
improving college enrollment opportunities for state 
residents. 

s

• System Issues: Wyoming provides substantial access through 
two-year colleges, which enroll more than have of the state’s 
freshmen. A low-tuition state, in 2000 Wyoming made no real 
investment in student grants, need-based or merit-based.   

• Opportunity: Had Wyoming maintained need-based grants at 
the equity standard in the 1990s, it is estimated 1,000 
additional students would have graduated from high school 
and 3,000 more student would have had the opportunity to 
enroll as freshmen.  The proposed state-federal partnership 
would provide an incentive for Wyoming to improve financial 
access. 

 
Access Indicators 

High School Graduation Rates (Table 50.1) 
The public high school graduation rates decreased from 84% in 1992 
to 75% in 2000. Despite these decreases, Wyoming’s high school 
students graduate at higher rates than other states although the gap 
between the national average and the state has shrunk throughout 
the decade. In 1992, the rate exceeded the national average by 13 
percentage points, but by 2000, it only surpassed it by eight 
percentage points.  
 
College Enrollment Rates (Table 50.1) 
After increasing for the first eight years of the decade from 46% in 
1992 to 54% in 1998, the college enrollment rates decreased for the 

 

Strategic Issues:  
• In 1991, Wyoming created 

the Postsecondary 
Education Planning and 
Coordinating Council which 
guides the University of 
Wyoming and the seven 
community colleges. 

• In 1994, the University and 
the colleges agreed to a 
course numbering plan that 
gives consistent names and 
numbers to over 3,000 
courses offered across the 
state. 

• In the years preceding 
1995-96 institutions made 
double-digit increases to 
tuition, but held them to 
about 6% for the 1995-96 
academic year. 

• Community colleges grew 
more dependent on tuition 
dollars due to reduced state 
support, thus tuition for the 
1998-99 academic year 
increased by 8.5%. Because 
of solid state support, the 
University of Wyoming froze
tuition for the 1998-99 
academic year. 

• In the 1999-2000 academic 
year, the community 
colleges entered the last 
year of a five year plan to 
increase tuition by 8.5%.  
The University of Wyoming 
increased tuition by 3.7%. 
first time in 2000 to 52%. Despite the overall percentage increases, 
Wyoming’s rates fell short of the national average throughout the decade. By 2000, the state 
rate was five percentage points lower than the national average.   
 

State Demographics 
State Demographics (Table 50.2) 
The state poverty rates fluctuated between 9% in 1994 and 12% in 1996 with no apparent 
pattern. As of 2000, 11% of the state population lived in poverty. When compared to other 
states, Wyoming’s poverty rates were slightly below the national average, but in 2000, the state 
exceeded it by one-fifth of a percentage point. Hispanics are the largest minority group within 
the state at 6% followed by Other Minorities at 3% in 2000. African-Americans comprise nearly 



one percent of the state population. The percentage of state residents with at least a bachelor’s 
degree fluctuated throughout the decade, but the decade ended in the same manner that it 
began, around 20%. When compared to the rest of the nation, Wyoming proportionally has 
fewer college graduates than other states. The state fell four percentage points lower than the 
national average in 2000.     
 

Financial Indicators 
System Composition (Table 50.3) 
Half of the state’s college students attended public two-year institutions throughout the decade 
while 43% enrolled in public four-year institution. Usage of private institutions was not available 
at the release of this state profile. However, it is important to note that Wyoming’s high reliance 
on public two-year institution is a trait that is shared with only a few other states.    
 
Financial Capacity (Table 50.4) 
For the first 6 years of the decade, the state tax rates dropped from 8% in 1992 to 6% in 1996. 
However during the last four years of the 1990s, the rates increased back to 8% in 2000. When 
compared to other states, Wyoming’s tax rates both exceeded and undercut the national 
average. Coinciding with the 2000 tax rate of 8%, the state exceeded the national average by 
two percentage points.  
 
Educational Revenue (Table 50.5) 
After a reduction in state and local appropriations from 1992 to 1996, public institutions 
enjoyed increased appropriations for the remaining years of the decade. In 1992, public 
institutions received $7,732 per student from the national government, but this amount 
decreased up to 1996 where the appropriations shrunk to $7,584. Appropriations increased to 
the end of the decade where it reached $8,675 in 2000. The state and local governments of 
Wyoming fiscally supported the public system at a substantially higher rate than their 
counterparts in other states. In 2000, appropriations in the state surpassed the national 
average by $1,180.  
 
Tuition and Fees (Table 50.6) 
Consistent with the trend in most states, tuition and fees in Wyoming increased throughout the 
decade. In 1992, Wyoming students paid $1,304 to enroll in state institutions, and this amount 
increased to $1.917 in 2000. When compared to other states, Wyoming residents pay less for 
their postsecondary education. In 1992, Wyoming students paid $1,029 less than the national 
average. By 2000, this deviation had decreased to $812.  
 
Need-based Grants (Table 50.6) 
The average need-based grant increased throughout the decade. In 1992, the average student 
received $16 in need-based grants, but by 2000, this amount decreased to $0. State grants fell 
well short of the national average throughout the decade. As of 2000, the Wyoming grant was 
$366 less than the national average.  
 
Non-need Based Grants (Table 50.6) 
Wyoming did not have a significant merit grant program in the 1990s. 

Projections 



Coordinated System of G ant  (Table 50.7) r s
Had Wyoming increased its need-based grant aid, given tuition charges, 100 more students 
would have graduated from high school, a one percentage point increase. Of the state high 
school graduates, 300 more students would have attended postsecondary institutions within 
the state.  
 
Federal Grant Program Prospectus (Table 50.7) 
In addition, had the federal government provided incentives for Wyoming to provide adequate 
grant aid, equaling one-quarter of the tuition on top of current state aid, 100 more high school 
students would have graduated, a one percentage point increase. Further, 300 more high 
school graduates would have enrolled in postsecondary institutions, a five percentage point 
increase from the current college continuation rate. 


