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Summary 
• Challenge: While Oklahoma’s high school graduation rates 

exceeded the national average in the 1990s, the college 
enrollment rates were well below the U. S average. The state’s 
access challenge is to improve college enrollment 
opportunities for high school graduates. 

• System Issues: Oklahoma has high poverty rates and low per 
capita income, indicating that a relatively high percentage of 
high school graduates could have trouble paying for college.  
Although the state maintained lower than average tuition in 
public colleges, need-based grant aid did not keep up with 
the national average or the equity standard.  Investment in 
need-based aid should be part of a strategy to improve 
financial access in Oklahoma. 

• Opportunity: Had Oklahoma met the equity standard for 
need-based grant aid in the 1990s, it is estimated an addition 
4,000 students would have graduated from high school and 
an additional 14,000 would have had the opportunity to enroll 
as freshman, providing there was sufficient opportunity. The 
proposed state-federal partnership would provide an 
additional incentive for Oklahoma to meet the equity standard 
as part of a strategy for expanding college access.    

 
Access Indicators 

High School Graduation Rates (Table 36.1)  
The high school graduation rates in Oklahoma declined slightly over 
the decade. At the start of the decade, the graduation rate stood at 
76%, dipped to 73% by mid-decade, and closed the decade also at 
73%.  Oklahoma was five percentage points above the national 
average for high school graduation rates in 1992 and was six 
percentage points above the national average at the close of the 
decade. 
 
College Enrollment Rates (Table 36.1) 

 

 

Strategic Issues:  
• In 1996 appropriations for 

higher education increased 
by $71 million, the highest 
increase in state history. 

• Tuition increases measured 
9 % at research universities, 
7% at regional universities, 
and 5% at two-year colleges 
in the 1997-98 academic 
year. Mandated tuition caps 
prevented the increases 
from being higher. 

• The budget for higher 
education increased by $57 
million for the 1997-98 
academic year and spending
on financial aid increased 
$1.3 million. 

• Rogers University, an 
amalgam of academic 
programs located at 
different state colleges, with
a central administration was 
dismantled in 1998 after 
being created in 1996. 

• Appropriations for fiscal 
year 1999 increased $64.6 
million and the legislature 
issued $45 million in bonds 
for construction on public 
college campuses. 

• By fiscal year 2000, total 
state spending on colleges 
and universities increased 
only 2 percent. 

• To help pay for rising 
personnel and operating 
costs, tuition increased by 
as much as 10% in 
Oklahoma in 2000. 
Oklahoma’s college enrollment rates remained relatively constant 
over the decade. At the start of the decade, the college enrollment rate was 51% and dropped to 
48% by mid-decade. However, at the end of the decade, the college enrollment rate recovered 
to 50%.  Oklahoma was four percentage points below the national average for college 
enrollment rates in 1992, 11 percentage points below the national average in 1996 and closed 
the decade at seven percentage points below the national average college enrollment rate. 

 
 
 



State Demographics 
State Demographics (Table 36.2) 
The poverty level in Oklahoma decreased over the decade but was higher than the national 
average. In 1992, the poverty level stood around 19% and dipped to 15% at the end of the 
decade. At the start and finish of the decade, Oklahoma was five percentage points above the 
national average. The percentages of minority populations in the state remained fairly constant 
over the decade. Blacks made up about 8% of the state population, Hispanics consisted of 
around 4% of the population, and the percentage of Other Minorities held steady at 9% over the 
decade.  The percentage of Oklahoma residents holding a bachelor’s degree or higher increased 
slightly over the decade.  At the start of the decade, 20% of Oklahoma residents held a 
bachelor’s degree or higher; but by the end of the decade, it was 23%.  However, Oklahoma still 
lagged behind the national average for degree attainment. Oklahoma was one percentage point 
below the national average in 1992 and two percentage points below the national average at 
the end of the decade. 
 
State System Composition (Table 36.3) 
There was a slight shift in the enrollment of students among the different sectors of higher 
education in Oklahoma.  At the start of the decade, 50% of students attend public, four-year 
institutions; and at the end of the decade, 55% of students enrolled in this sector of institutions.  
Compared to the national average for students enrolled in public, four-year institutions, 
Oklahoma was six percentage points higher at the start of the decade and 12 percentage points 
above the national average at the close of the decade. There was a decline in the percentage of 
students that attended public, two-year institutions. In 1992, 37% of Oklahoma residents 
attended public, two-year institutions, but at the end of the decade, only 28% were enrolled in 
public, two-year institutions. There was a slight increase in the number of students that 
attended private institutions. At the start of the decade, 13% of students enrolled in higher 
education in Oklahoma attended private institutions, and at the end of the decade that number 
has increased to 17%.  However, Oklahoma was below the national average for students 
attending private institutions.  In 1992, Oklahoma was 12 percentage points below the national 
average for students attending private institutions, but by 2000, Oklahoma was nine percentage 
points below the national average. 
 

Financial Indicators 
State Financial Capacity (Table 36.4) 
Oklahoma’s state tax rates remained relatively constant over the decade. At the start of the 
decade, Oklahoma’s tax rate stood at 8% and remained close for the rest of the decade.  During 
the decade, Oklahoma remained one percentage point above the national average for state tax 
rates.  Spending at the K-12 level increased slightly over the decade. In 1992, Oklahoma spent 
$2,842 per student at the K-12 level, but this investment increased to $2,992 per student by 
mid-decade. By the end of the decade, Oklahoma spent $3,120 per student at the K-12 level. 
Oklahoma did not fare well when compared to the national average for spending at the K-12 
level. At the start of the decade, Oklahoma was $1,685 below the national average for K-12 
spending and was $1,073 below the national average at the close of the decade. 
 
 
 



Educational Revenue (Table 36.5) 
Educational revenue for higher education increased over the decade.  In 1992, state and local 
appropriations for higher education in Oklahoma stood at $5,522 per FTE and increased to 
$6,010 per FTE by mid-decade. By the end of the decade, state and local appropriations were 
$8,274 per FTE. Compared to the national average, Oklahoma was below the national average 
for state and local appropriations for most of the decade. In 1992, Oklahoma was $836 below 
the national average but was up to $779 above the national average by the end of the decade. 
Considering tuition and fee charges, total educational revenue was $7,173 per FTE at the start 
of the decade and had increased to $10,211 per FTE by the end of the decade. Compared to the 
national average, total education revenue was $1,518 below the national average at the start of 
the decade, $1,390 below the national average by mid-decade, and closed the decade at $12 
below the national average. 
 
Tuition and Fees (Table 36.6) 
Tuition and fees increased slightly over the decade. At the start of the decade, students in 
Oklahoma, on average, paid $1,651 for tuition and fees in the public system. By mid-decade, 
tuition and fees rose to $1,869 per FTE and closed the decade at $1,937 per FTE.  Oklahoma 
students paid $682 less than the national average for tuition and fees at the start of the 
decade. By the end of the decade, students in Oklahoma paid $791 less than the national 
average.  
 
Need-based Grants (Table 36.6)  
While Oklahoma invested consistently in need-based grants over the decade, that investment 
fluctuated slightly. At the start of the decade, Oklahoma invested $181 per FTE on need-based 
grants and decreased their investment to $165 per FTE by mid-decade. After an increase in 
need-based grants to $189 per FTE in 1998, need-based grant aid dropped back to $157 per 
student at the end of the decade.  Oklahoma was consistently below the national average for 
need-based grants at $163 below in 1992 and $209 below at the end of the decade. 
 
Non-need Grants (Table 36.6)  
Funding for non-need grants in Oklahoma also fluctuated over the decade.  At the start of the 
decade, Oklahoma invested $54 per FTE on merit grants and invested $85 per FTE by mid-
decade.  While need-based grants increased to $99 per FTE in 1998, they were only $75 per 
FTE at the end of the decade.  In comparison to the national average for spending on need-
based grants, Oklahoma was $16 above the national average at the start of the decade, but was 
$38 below the national average at the close of the decade. 
 

Projections 
Coordinated System of G ant  (Table 36.7) r s
If Oklahoma had increased its need-based grant aid, given tuition charges, 400 more students 
would have graduated from high school, a one percentage point increase. Of the state high 
school graduates, 1,400 more students would have attended postsecondary institutions within 
the state, a three percentage point increase.  
 
 
 



Federal Grant Program Prospectus 
Had the federal government provided incentives for Oklahoma to provide adequate grant aid, 
equaling one-quarter of the tuition on top of current state aid, 700 additional high school 
students would have graduated; a one percentage point increase. In addition, 2,200 more high 
school graduates would have enrolled in postsecondary institutions, a five percentage point 
increase over the current college continuation rate.  

 


