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Summary 

 

• Challenge: Maryland had a high school graduation rate that 
was moderately higher than the national average in 2000, but 
the enrollment rate for high school graduates was slightly 
below the national average. 

• System Issues: Maryland was a high tuition, low grant state.  
Public sector tuition charges were substantially higher than 
national averages (e.g., $1,818 higher in 2000), and both 
need-based and non-need grants were lower than national 
averages. 

• Opportunity: Had Maryland funded need-based grant 
programs at the level recommended to maintain equity in 
access in the 1990s, an estimated additional 15,000 students 
would have graduated from high school and 50,000 more 
residents would have had the opportunity to enroll as 
freshmen during the decade.  

 
Access Indicators 

High School Graduation Rates (Table 20.1) 
Public high school graduation rates in Maryland decreased from 76% 
in 1992 to 71% in 1998. However, in 2000 the rate rebounded 
somewhat to 73%. Despite the decreases, Maryland performed better 
than the national averages on this indicator. Even in its nadir in 1998 
when the graduation rate was 71%, the state remained three 
percentage points higher than the national average.  
Strategic Issues:  
 In 1995, the Maryland 
Guaranteed Access Grant 
was implemented for the 
first time. This need-based 
program paid the tuition 
and fees for students who 
came from low-income 
families.  

 The state legislature also 
created the Maryland 
Science and Technology 
Scholarship program where 
high school graduates with a
B average received $3,000 
to attend a four-year 
institution.  

 Because of the tension 
between the public 
institutions, the Maryland 
Higher Education Office and 
the system central office, 
the state legislature created 
a commission to investigate 
the program.   

 
 
 
  
 

 
College Enrollment Rates (Table 20.1) 
College enrollment rates in the state peaked in mid-decade at 58%, but declined to 55% by 
2000. The state’s rates fluctuated within two percentage points of the national averages. As of 
2000, the state’s college enrollment rate was two percentage points below the average of other 
states.  
 

State Demographics 
State Demographics (Table 20.2) 
Throughout the decade, state poverty rates declined, a trend typical of the nation. In 1992, 12% 
of Maryland residents lived in poverty, but by 2000, that percentage fell to 8%. Maryland 
historically had proportionally smaller percentages of its residents in poverty than the national 
average. In 2000, the poverty rate of Maryland was three percentage points below the national 
average. African-Americans were the state’s largest minority, reaching 28% in 2000. Hispanics 
remained a distant second at 4% of the state population. The proportion of Maryland residents 
who possessed bachelor’s degrees increased as the decade progressed. In 1992, 26% of 
Maryland residents had at least a four-year degree, and by 2000, this percentage increased to 
32%.  



 
Financial Indicators 

System Composition (Table 20.3) 
Nearly 50% of state students chose public four-year institutions as a means to acquire a 
postsecondary education while another 30% attended public two-year institutions. The 
remaining 20% enrolled in private institutions. Although the numbers fluctuated slightly 
throughout the decade, there appears to be a slight shift from public two-year to private 
institutions.   
 
Financial Capacity (Table 20.4) 
State tax rates fluctuated around 6% throughout the decade. However during this ten year 
period, Maryland’s tax rates remained lower than other states. In 2000, the tax rate of Maryland 
was seven-tenths of a percentage point lower than the national average. With the exception of a 
slight decrease in 1994, Maryland raised its K-12 expenditures per student throughout the 
decade. In 1992, the state appropriated $4,402 per student for K-12 education, but by 1994, 
that appropriation fell slightly to $4,348. By 2000, the appropriation bounced back to $4,758 
per student. At the dawn of the decade, state appropriations to K-12 education were below the 
national average. By 2000, Maryland outspent the national average by $565.  
 
Educational Revenue (Table 20.5) 
Although state and local governments decreased their funding from $6,771 in 1994 to $6,658 
in 1996, the amount increased for the other years in the decade. By 2000, public institutions 
received $7,998 from governmental sources. Due in large part to these increases, Maryland 
appropriated more money than other states by $503 in 2000.  
 
Tuition and Fees (Table 20.6) 
As with most states in the nation, the tuition and fees that public institutions charged increased 
throughout the decade. In 1992, students were charged $3,407 for full-time enrollment, but by 
2000, this amount increased to $4,546, lifting it $1,818 higher than the national average. 
Throughout this ten-year period, tuition and fees in Maryland always remained at least $1,000 
higher than the national average.  
 
Need-based Grants (Table 20.6) 
After increasing from $233 in 1992 to $350 in 1996, need-based grants experienced decreases 
for the remainder of the decade. In 1998, the grants were reduced to $347 per student and 
further decreased to $281 by 2000. When compared to other states, Maryland under-funded 
their need-based grants throughout the 1990s. In 2000, the grant remained $86 below the 
national average.  
 
Non-need Based Grants (Table 20.6) 
Non-need based grants fluctuated throughout the decade to a low of $43 in 2000 from a high 
of $79 in 1994. Although Maryland started the decade ahead of the national average by $26 per 
student, in 2000 it was $70 below the average.   

 
Projections 

Coordinated System of G ant  (Table 20.7) r s



Had Maryland increased its need-based grant aid, given tuition charges, 1,500 more students 
would have graduated from high school, a two percentage point increase. Of the state high 
school graduates, 5,000 more students would have attended postsecondary institutions within 
the state.  
 
Federal Grant Program Prospectus (Table 20.7) 
In addition, had the federal government provided incentives for Maryland to provide adequate 
grant aid, equaling one-quarter of the tuition on top of current state aid, 2,100 more high 
school students would have graduated, a three percentage point increase. Further, 7,100 more 
high school graduates would have enrolled in postsecondary institutions, a 12 percentage point 
increase from the current college continuation rate. 


