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Summary 
• Critical Challenge: Louisiana improved its high school 

graduation rates during the decade, but the rate was still 
substantially below the national average by 11 percentage 
points in 2000.  College enrollment rates improved in relation 
to national averages during the decade and were higher than 
national averages in 1998 and 2000.  However, the college 
enrollment rate declined slightly in 2000 compared to 1998. 

• System Issue: Louisiana had an underdeveloped two-year 
college system compared to other states.  The state’s 
extensive investment in non-need grants contributed to 
improvements in college enrollment rates.  However, while 
tuition was low compared to other states, need-based grants 
were miniscule. Louisiana should restructure its public 
financing strategies as well as continue development of the 
two-year college system.  

• Opportunity: Had Louisiana maintained need-based grants at 
a level equaling the recommended equity threshold, it was 
estimated that an additional 12,000 students would have 
graduated from high school and an additional 33,000 
students would have enrolled in college as freshmen over the 
decade.  

 
Access Indicators 

High School Graduation Rates (Table 18.1) 
High school graduation rates fluctuated throughout the decade from 
a low of 53% in 1992 to a high of 59% in 1994. Graduation rates were 
substantially lower than national averages throughout the decade. As 
of 2000, the graduation rate was 11 percentage points below the 
national average.   
 
College Enrollment Rates (Table 18.1) 
College enrollment rates generally increased throughout the decade. 
In 1992, 54% of Louisiana high school graduates attended 

postsecondary institutions. Although decreasing slightly in 1994, the rate rose again the 
following four years to a high of 63% in 1998. In 2000, the state college enrollment rate fell to 
59%. Although the early years of the decade were characterized by college enrollment rates less 
than national averages, in 1998 and 2000 the rates were several percentage points above 
national averages.   

Strategic Issues:  
 The structure of 
postsecondary governance 
changed in 1998 when the 
state Board of Regent gained 
the power to dictate the 
financial, planning, and 
programming affairs of all 
universities and systems. 

 The state legislature 
approved the creation of 
three additional community 
colleges within the state in 
1997.   

 Out of all of the segments of 
the state budget, higher 
education had no legal 
protection and was therefore 
vulnerable to cuts 
constantly.  

 In 2001, the state Board of 
Regents established 
minimum admission 
standards for public 
universities for the first time 
in state history. This move 
was largely seen as 
promoting the college 
preparatory curriculum in 
high school and aligning 
with the requirements of the 
state’s most utilized merit-
based scholarship.  

 
 
  
 
 
 

 



State Demographics 
State Demographics (Table 18.2) 
Poverty rates in the state decreased substantially throughout the decade from 25% in 1992 to 
17% in 2000. Despite the decreases, state poverty rates were seven to 13 percentage points 
above national averages each year. African-Americans were the state’s largest minority at 32% 
in 2000. The Hispanic community grew slightly within the state and reached 3% in 2000. With 
the exception of 1994, the percentage of state residents with bachelor’s degrees or higher 
steadily increased from throughout the decade. In 1992, 18% of state residents had at least 
four-year degrees, and although this percentage dipped slightly in 1994, the number of 
college-educated residents increased to 19% in 1996 and to 23% in 2000. Still, these 
percentages were several percentage points below national averages every year.   
 

Financial Indicators 
System Composition (Table 18.3) 
About two-thirds of Louisiana’s college students attended public four-year institutions, and 
public two-year and private institutions shared the remaining enrollment. Private institutions 
increased slightly and public four-year institutions decreased slightly their shares of enrollment 
over the decade.  Public four-year institutions in Louisiana enrolled significantly higher 
percentages than the national averages for the same time period. 
  
Financial Capacity (Table 18.4) 
Although the tax rates decreased slightly from 1992 to 1994, rates climbed for the remainder 
of the decade. In the early years of the decade, Louisiana residents were taxed at 6%, but by 
2000, the rate increased to 7%. The 1998 and 2000 tax rates were very close to national 
averages. State K-12 expenditures per student increased approximately $550 over the decade, 
with the increases occurring during the latter years following stable expenditures the first half 
the decade. Despite the increases, Louisiana did not fund K-12 education at the same level as 
the national average. As of 2000, state expenditures lagged nearly $700 behind the national 
average, although the differential was even greater in previous years.  
 
Educational Revenue (Table 18.5) 
State and local appropriations to the public system increased from $4,968 in 1992 to $5,008 in 
1996. However, in 1998 the amount decreased to $4,738, but two years later, in 2000, there 
was a substantial increase in appropriations to $5,676. Despite the increases in appropriations, 
Louisiana under-funded its public system relative to national averages. It lagged behind the 
national average by $1,819 in 2000.  
 
Tuition and Fees (Table 18.6) 
Tuition and fees in Louisiana increased $400 across the decade. In 1992, Louisiana residents 
were charged $1,951 to attend public institutions, but this amount increased to $2,227 two 
years later. From 1998 to 2000, tuition and fees increased from $2,224 to $2,380. Even with 
these increases, Louisiana institutions charged less than their counterparts on average. In 2000, 
tuition and fees in the state were $348 below the national average.  
 



Need-based Grants (Table 18.6) 
From 1996 to 2000, need-based grants in the state declined precipitously. In 1996, eligible 
students received an average of $62, but the average award decreased to $9 in 2000 where it 
was $357 below the national average.  
 
Non-need Grants (Table 18.6) 
While the state’s small need-based grants decreased in the 1990s, the non-need based grant 
increased exponentially. In 1992, eligible students were awarded an average of $25 in grants, 
but in 1994, that amount increased to $63. The grant grew from $82 in 1996 to $407 in 1998 
and ultimately reached $554 in 2000. As of 2000, the state grant was $440 higher than the 
national average. 

 
Projections 

Coordinated System of G ant  (Table 18.7) r s
Had Louisiana increased its need-based grant aid, given tuition charges, an additional 1,200 
students would have graduated from high school, an increase of two percentage points. Of the 
state high school graduates, 3,300 more students would have attended postsecondary 
institutions within the state.  
 
Federal Grant Program Prospectus (Table 18.7) 
In addition, had the federal government provided incentives for Louisiana to provide adequate 
grant aid equaling one-quarter of the tuition on top of current state aid, 1,300 more high 
school students would have graduated, an increase of two percentage points. An additional 
3,600 more high school graduates would have enrolled in postsecondary institutions, an 
increase of six percentage points from the current college continuation rate. 


