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• Improvement in Access: High school graduation rates in 
Kansas were higher than national averages throughout the 
decade.  In addition, college enrollment rates improved 
substantially in 2000. 

• System Issue: Both tuition charges and state grants were 
below national averages in the 1990s.  The recent 
improvement in the college enrollment rate does not appear 
to be related to state financial strategies or the structure of 
the higher education system.  Instead, changes in academic 
preparation, postsecondary encouragement and admissions 
practices could explain the recent improvement. 

• Opportunities: Improved coordination of state need-based 
grants with public sector tuition should further improve 
access. 

 
Access Indicators 

High School Graduation Rates (Table 16.1) 
High school graduation rates decreased from 1992 to 1998. In 1992, 
81% of Kansas high school students graduated and the percent 
slightly reached 73% in 1998. However, in 2000, the graduation rate 
rose to 74%. Compared to other states, Kansas high school students 
graduate at higher percentages. In 2000, the state graduation rate 
was seven percentage points higher than the national average. 
 

Strategic Issues:  
 In 1995, the state legislature
passed a bill that created 
two new community colleges
in the state: Emporia and 
Wichita. 

 In 1996, the Kansas state 
legislature toughened the 
admission standards in state
institutions. Instead of an 
open-admissions policy, 
state institutions will admit 
students based on class 
ranking, GPA, and/or ACT 
score.  

 The state legislature also 
created a new state grant 
program to replace the 
federal State Student 
Incentive Grant Program that
is to be phased out. 

  In 2002, Kansas 
implemented a grant 
program for students who 
were raised in foster homes 
and received either a high 
school degree or GED.  

 
 

College Enrollment Rates (Table 16.1) 
College enrollment rates increased between 1998 and 2000, reaching a high of 68% in 2000.  
At each two-year interval of the decade, enrollment rates were higher than the national 
averages. In 2000, the state performed nearly 11 percentage points higher than the national 
average.  
 

State Demographics 
State Demographics (Table 16.2) 
Poverty rates decreased over much of the decade, from a high of 15% in 1994 to a low of 10% in 
1998 and 2000.  On average, state poverty rates were lower than national averages with the 
exception of 1994. As of 2000, the Kansas poverty rate was one percentage point lower than 
the national average. African-Americans were the state’s largest minority at 6% in 2000; the 
percentage of African Americans in the state changed little throughout the decade. Hispanics 
comprise a nearly equal percentage of the population, at 6% in 2000.  Although the percentage 
of Kansas residents who possess a bachelor’s degree or higher declined slightly in 2000, it 
grew across most years of the decade, from 25% to 27% in 2000.  
 

Financial Indicators 



System Composition (Table 16.3) 
Over 55% of Kansas students choose public four-year institutions as a means to acquire a 
postsecondary education, while 32% attended public two-year institutions. The remaining 13% 
enrolled in private institutions. Throughout the decade, reliance on public four-year institutions 
changed little, while the popularity of private institutions has grown. Within the same time 
period, the percentage attending public two-year institutions declined slightly from 34% in 
1992 to 32% in 2000.  
 
Financial Capacity (Table 16.4) 
Tax rates in Kansas fluctuated around 7% over the decade and were very close to the national 
average at every two-year interval. K-12 expenditures per student increased throughout the 
decade. In 1992, the state appropriated $3,302 per student, and this amount increased to 
$3,608 in 2000. K-12 expenditures were considerably less than the national averages 
throughout the decade, although the differentials decreased over time.      
 
Educational Revenue (Table 16.5) 
Appropriations from local and state resources increased throughout the decade. In 1992, state 
and local governments appropriated $6,260 to the public higher education system, and this 
amount ultimately increased to $7,482 in 2000. Comparing state appropriations to national 
averages, Kansas fell less than a hundred dollars short in 1992 and 1994, but in 1996 and 
1998, appropriations slightly surpassed the national average by $87 and $91 respectively. In 
2000, state and local appropriations were $13 less than the national average.  
 
Tuition and Fees (Table 16.6) 
Consistent with trends of other states, tuition and fees for the public system increased steadily 
throughout the decade. In 1992, public institutions charged state students $1,725 and this 
amount ultimately increased to $2,160 in 2000. Despite the increases, tuition and fees were 
less than national averages at every two-year interval of the decade. In 2000, tuition and fees 
per student fell $568 short of the national average.  
 
Need-based Grants (Table 16.6) 
Need-based grant amounts rose and fell from year to year with no apparent pattern throughout 
the decade with a low of $98 per FTE in 1992, and a high of $141 per FTE in 1998. In 2000, the 
average need-based grant was $111 per FTE. At each two-year interval in the decade, need-
based grants were $245-278 less than the national average for the same year. 
  
Non-need based grants (Table 16.6) 
Non-need grant awards were, on average, quite small in Kansas over the 1990s. With the 
exception of 1994 when the average grant was $29 per FTE, students received $1 per FTE of 
non-need grants for the other years in the decade.  The average non-need grant in Kansas was 
$31 to $112 less than the national average for the same years. 

 
 
 
 

Projections 



Coordinated System of G ant  (Table 16.7) r s
Had Kansas increased its need-based grant aid, given tuition charges, 400 more students 
would have graduated from high school, an increase of one percentage point. Of the state’s 
high school graduates, 1,500 more students would have attended postsecondary institutions in 
the state.  
 
Federal Grant Program Prospectus (Table 16.7) 
In addition, had the federal government provided incentives for Kansas to provide adequate 
grant aid equaling one-quarter of the tuition on top of current state aid, 600 more high school 
students would have graduated, representing an increase of two percentage points. An 
additional 2,000 high school graduates would have enrolled in postsecondary institutions, an 
increase of six percentage points from the current college continuation rate. 


