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Summary 
Strategic Issues:  
 Delaware created a program 
in 1997 where parents can 
save money for their 
children’ postsecondary 
education in tax-exempt 
accounts. The students 
could use the savings to 
attend an institution in-
state or out-of-state.  

 During the late 1990s, state 
Senator Harris B. McDowell 
sponsored several bills that 
would provide free 
postsecondary education to 
students who possessed a 
2.5 GPA and whose family’s 
income was lower than a 
specific amount. Each time 
the bill was proposed, it has 
expired within the state 
House of Representatives. 

 Since 1998, Delaware has 
been a member of the 
Southern Regional Education 
Board, allowing its residents 
to attend the public 
institutions of other board 
member states at in-state 
tuition.      

 
 
  
 
 
 

• Challenge: Delaware was below that national rate for high 
school graduation rates for most of the decade and 
substantially below the national rate in 2000. Enrollment rates 
were consistently high than the national rate. 

• System Issues: Delaware’s investment in need-based grants 
fell substantially below the equity standard.  High tuition and 
moderate grant aid could have created concerns about college 
affordability for low-income students, reducing high school 
graduation rates. 

• Opportunity: Improved coordination of state need-based 
grants with other state finance strategies could increase the 
incentive for high school graduation. 

 
Access Indicators 

High School Graduation Rates (Table 8.1) 
Graduation rates for Delaware fluctuated during the decade. After 
dropping from 70% in 1992 to 67% in 1996, the graduation rate 
increased to 68% in 1998. However, in 2000, the graduation rate 
decreased once again to 61%. In comparison with other states, 
Delaware only met the national average once, in 1998, with a 
graduation rate of 68%.  
 
College Enrollment Rates (Table 8.1) 
State college enrollment rates nearly followed the fluctuation trend of 
the state high school graduation rates. The enrollment rate increased 
from 58% in 1992 to 67% in 1996. For the remaining four years, the 
rate decreased until ending the decade at 60%. However while high 
school graduation rates lagged behind other states, college 
enrollment rates exceeded the national average throughout the 1990s 
by at least three percentage points.  

 
State Demographics 

State Demographics (Table 8.2) 
Although Connecticut fares better than other states, poverty rates increased slightly throughout 
most of the decade. In 1992, the poverty rate registered at 8%, but in 1998, it rose to 10%. 
When compared to the rest of the nation, state rates have been below the national average by at 
least two percentage points during the 1990s. The African-American community was the state’s 
largest minority and proportionally higher when compared to other states. In 2000, African-
Americans constituted nearly 20% of the state’s overall population while Hispanics constituted 
4% of the population. Other Minorities, comprised of Native Americans and Asian Americans, 
followed closely behind at 2% in that same year. The percentage of state residents who possess 



a bachelor’s degree or higher increased. In 1992, 21% of state residents had at least a four-year 
degree, but by 2000, this percentage increased to 24%.  
   
System Composition (Table 8.3) 
Public four-year institutions have traditionally provided postsecondary education to residents of 
Delaware, although private institutions grew as another postsecondary option. In 2000, 62% of 
state students attended public four-year institutions while 21% enrolled in private institutions. 
The remaining 18% chose private institutions as a means to acquire their education. The state’s 
reliance on four-year institutions was higher than the national average, fluctuating between 18 
and 20 percentage points from the average. Public two-year institutions were used less in 
Delaware than in other states, deviating ten percentage points from the national average.  

 
Financial Indicators 

Financial Capacity (Table 8.4) 
State tax rates fluctuated around 9%, rates higher than the national average. In 2000, it remains 
two percentage points higher than the national average.  The state committed more money 
toK-12 expenditures per student within that same time period. Throughout the decade, the 
state expenditures per student for K-12 education increased from $4,300 in 1992 to $5,113 in 
2000. When compared to other states, Delaware was $228 below the national average in K-12 
expenditures in 1992, but each following two-year period, the funding increased, raising 
Delaware’s expenditures to $916 above the national average in 2000. 
 
Educational Revenue (Table 8.5) 
The state and local government appropriations also experienced fluctuations throughout the 
decade, but increased overall from $5,538 in 1992 to $8,429 in 2000. From 1992 to 1998, 
state and local appropriation for the public system were approximately $1,000 lower than the 
national average; but in 2000, appropriations increased to $8,429. This drastic increase placed 
the state and local appropriation $934 above the national average for the first time in the 
decade.  
 
Tuition and Fees (Table 8.6) 
Like other states in the nation, tuition and fees within the state steadily increased throughout 
the decade from $3,447 in 1992 to $3,917 in 2000. During the 1990s, tuition and fees in 
Delaware remained at least $1,000 over the national average.  
 
Need-based grants (Table 8.6) 
The state need-based grants decreased during the first years of the decade from $59 in 1992 
to $46 in 1996. However in 1998, the grant amount increased to $64, but once again declined 
to $35 in 2000. The state grant was substantially lower than the national average by at least 
$285. As of 2000, the state fell $332 short of the mean.  
 
Non-need grants (Table 8.6) 
Funding levels of non-need based grants changed little since 1992, yet the deviation from the 
national average grew substantially. In 1992, a deviation of $27 existed between the state grant 
and the national average. By 2000, that deviation has grown to $101. 

 



Projections 
Coordinated System of G ant  (Table 8.7) r s
Had Delaware increased its need-based grant aid, given tuition charges, 300 more students 
would have graduated from high school, a three percentage point increase. Of the state high 
school graduates, 2,200 more students would have attended postsecondary institutions within 
the state.  
 
Federal Grant Program Prospectus (Table 8.7) 
In addition, had the federal government provided incentives for Delaware to provide adequate 
grant aid, equaling one-quarter of the tuition on top of current state aid, 300 more high school 
students would have graduated, a three percentage point increase.  Moreover, 1,000 more high 
school graduates would have enrolled in postsecondary institutions, an 11 percentage point 
increase from the current college continuation rate.  

 
 


